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But JES us ſaid unto him, Follow thou me, 
and let the Dead bury their Dead. 


HES E Words are the Anſwer of our Sa- 

DS; viour to a certain Man, that had been in- 
Mùovited to become one of his Diſciples, but 

had excuſed himtelf for that Time, and 
ex begg'd that he might be diſpens d with a lit- 
te while; for that he had a Father dead or at 
the Point of Death, to whom he wes wil- 
ling to perform the laſt Offices of a dutiful 
Son, and that afterwards he would gladly follow CHRIS r 
tor his Maſter ; Lord, ſays he, Suffer me firſt to go and bury 
my Father. Where, by the way, we may obſerve, that this 
Excuſe is a lively Image of the Backwardneſs of human Na- 
ture, to come at CHR 18 1˙8 Call; ſome wordly Buſineſs or 
Concern is the conſtant Plea for our Delays and Non-compli- 
ance at preſent with his moſt gracious Offers. 

We may obſerve the Man does not abſolutely refuſe to 
tollow ; he cannot be ſo unreaſonable, and his Conſcience tells 
him he ovght to do it: But, what! ſhall he leave his Father, 
and forſake him now, when there is ſo little Service more that 
he can do for him | How can he anſwer for ſuch a Breach 
of Piety and Reſpect towards a Parent, as not to ſtand by him 
4 little longer, and ſee him interr'd with the Solemnities of 
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a decent Funeral! Afrer this manner, I fay, mankind is 
apt to plead for their Delays ; ſome Affair of great Impor. 
tance will not let them follow Cxr1sT yet, as if any thing can 
be of greater Conſequence to a Man than to fave his Immor- 
tal Soul. Our Saviour therefore does not allow this for an 
Excuſe, but, notwithſtanding the Plauſibleneſs of the Pretence, 
replies upon him, Follow thou me; and at the ſame time repri- 
mands him with a great deal of Elegance and Smartneſs ; Let 
the Dead bury their Dead. 1 | 
Which Words are not to be underſtood according to the 
Letter, for how can one dead Corps take care of another? 
but they are a Figurative kind of Speech, very common a- 
mongſt the Ancients, called ara ⁰ẽ, where the Word 
has a double Senſe, and is not to be taken in a Literal, but 
another Meaning. It is a Manner of Expreſſion that has 
been always reckon'd a great Beauty when properly uſed, 
and of which our Saviour Fimfelf gives us ſeveral Inſtances in 
other Places. Thus we read in the 6th of St. John, how 
CHRIST, after he had fed the Multitude, began a Diſcourſe 
with them about their following him for the Loaves: Upon 
which he takes occaſion to let them know that he had much 
better Bread than any of that which they, or even their Fore- 
fathers had eaten, tho' they had been fed with Manna from 
Heaven in the Wilderneſs. In ſhort, he tells them, that he is 
the true Bread of Life; the Meaning of which, without a Fi- 
gure, he himſelf explains at the 3 5th Verſe of that Chapter; 
Hie that cometh unto me ſhall never hunger, and he that believeth 
in me ſhall never thirſt. So that to eat the Bread of Life, in 
plain Language, is to believe in CHRIS T, and ſubmit to 
the Terms of his Goſpel. 
Thus in another Place, when the Jews would know by 
what Sign they might be aſſured that he had Authority to 
whip the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple, his Anſwer 
was, in the ad of St. John, Deſtroy this Temple, and in three Days 
I will raiſe it up azaia : Now this was not meant as his we 
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neſſes, who talſely ſwore againſt him, underſtood it, viz. that 
the material Temple that ſtood in Jeruſalem ſhould be de- 
ſtroy* d; but that when they had deſtroy'd as they thought, the 
Temple of his Body, by putting him to Death, He by his 
own Power, would raiſe it again the third Day: So that the 
Proof of his Authority was the Appeal to the Reſurrection of 
his Body, which they miſtook for their own Temple. There 
is in both theſe Places a double Meaning of theſe Words, 
Bread, and Temple; and ſo there is in the Words before us; 
When our Saviour in this Text bids the Dead to bury their 
Dead, by the former we are to underſtand ſuch as are alive 
indeed in a natural Senſe, that is, they perform the Actions 
of the Animal Life, but in a moral Senſe they are not ſo: 
They are dead in that Part which properly makes the Man ; 
they are dead in their Souls, they lead indeed a Carnal Life, 
but the Life of Grace is extinguiſh'd : Theſe are the proper 
Perſons alotted by our Saviour to bury the other Dead, that 
is all thoſe who according to the common Acceptation of the 
Word, are departed this Life. Earthly Concerns are fit Ob- 
jects of Care for Earthly Men; but as for this Man whom 
our Saviour had invited to follow him, he had more Subſtan- 
tial Buſineſs to look after. | | 
Let thoſe who are unconcern'd for the Things of Go p, 
mind worldly Matters; to bury the Dead is proper Work 
for all ſuch as are not alive to G o o; Let the Dead bury their 
Dead. From which Words I ſhall conſider theſe Two Things; 


Firſt, That a carnal, wordly Perſon is a dead Man. 


Secondly, I ſhall confider the great Miſery of ſuch a State 
and Condition. | 


Firſt, a carnal, worldly Perſon is a dead Man. By a car- 
nal, worldly Perſon is meant, not only ſuch as live in the 
Height of Riot and Debauchery, who appear ſo much like 
Beaſts in the Indulgence of every Appetite, that we can diſ- 
cover nothing of the Man but the outward Shape and Figure. 
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It includes all ſuch as live-to no other End and Purpoſe, but 
to gratifie the Fleſh, tho not after ſuch an intemperate Man- 
ner; for both proceed alike upon the ſame Principle: They 


are both agreed to make much of the animal Part, tho? their 
Way and Manner of Life be different, and the one is not ſo 


irregular as the other. The great Study and Concern of both, 


is to love the Body only, to provide for that, and think no 
further. | | | 
Now, whoever does ſo, may indeed be alive to the World, 
but he is dead to Gop: He may be a very uſeful Member 
in a Civil Society, he may be very Beneficial to his Coun- 
try, and do much Service, not only to the preſent but ſuc- 
ceeding Generations; ſuch a Man, the World will fay, is true- 
ly alive, becauſe he anſwers the Purpoſes of this Lite, and Con- 
tributes what he can to the Publick Good, without which he 
would be in the Body Politick no more than a uſeleſs Member, 
But tho' this Man be alive, yet he is dead too; becauſe, if 
his Projects reach no further than this World, if his Aims and 
Deſigns are to be a good Common-Wealths Man only, he 
may be fo, and yet no good Chriſtian. Ambition, without 
any View to Gov's Glory, may prompt thim to great and 
noble Actions, fo that he may become a common Benefactor 
to Mankind, meerly out of Vanity to get him a Name; but 
yet, if this World only be the Thing he ſets his Heart upon, 
in the Scripture Senſe, he is {till dead. For the Scripture looks 
upon every Perſon who is not Regenerate, whole Soul is not 
reviv'd by Gov's quickning Spirit, to be in a State of Death. 
They are Dead fays St. Paul in Treſpaſſes and Sins, they are 
Strangers to the Divine Life, and think no more of another 
World than a dead Corps does of this. | 
Our Savious has given us a very bright Image of this 
Matter, under the Parable of the Prodigal Sor, whom, after | 
ng Abſence, his Father receiv'd with open Arms, and 
with Words of Joy, cryed out, He was Dead but is now Alive, 
While we live at a diſtance from our Heavenly Father, and are 
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Strangers to him, we are in his Account dead. And for this 
Reaſon, our SAVIOUR CHRIST fays to the Church 
of Sardis, in the Revelations, Thou haſt a Name that thou liveſt, * 
and art dead. So St. Paul likewiſe, in his 1/f Epiſtle to Timo- 
thy, ſpeaking of ſuch as were not Widows indeed, ſays thus 
of them ; She that liveth in Pleaſure, is dead while ſhe liveth. 
And this is a Notion not peculiar to the Chriſtia® Religion 
only, but propagated by the wiſeſt Men in every Sect, whether 
Jew or Gentile, whoſe Books abound with Teſtimonies to this 
purpoſe, and ſay, that Vice is the Deſtruttion of the Soul, or in o- 
ther Words, that a wicked Man is dead even whilſt he liveth, The 
Truth of which Propoſition I come to explain more at large. 

I fay then, a wicked Man is dead, becauſe he has loft his 
true Lite ; that Life, I mean, which properly belongs to him 
as heis a Man: Por there be three kinds of Lite, the firſt is 
that which we call the vegetative Life, and the Nature of that 
is to grow, and ſpread, and flouriſh : But this 1s the Life of 
Plants and not of Men; ſo that thoſe who do nothing in this 
World but pamper themſelves, and endeavour to make their 
Bodies look well, that have no Concern but how to be adorn'd, 
that they may appear Spruce and Gay, Beautiful as the Flow- 
ers, and Sweet as the Spring; ſuch are not properly Men, but 
Vegetables : They are fixed and planted in the Earth, and 
their Root of Life ſubſiſts like that of other Plants, which 
come up and flouriſh for a time, and then die. | 

There is a ſecond fort of Eite, one Degree above this, which 
conſiſts in performing the Offices of Senſe, and is duely qua- 
lity'd to See, and Hear, and Smell, and Taſte, and Feel; this 
we call the Life of Animals, not of Men ; infomuch, as they 
that do nothing upon the Earth but eat and drink, who bend 
their Minds only to pleaſe their Palates, and entertain ever 
other Senſe with Pleaſures proper for their Diverſion, theſe 
are not Men but Beaſts; they live the Animal Lite only, and 
are abandon'd to Senſuality. Such Perſons are to be conſi- 
der'd as no other Creatures _ as Swine, who revel, not 
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to ſay, wallow in Pleaſures, and ſurfeit on tham; and looſe from 
all Reſtraint, they range about, and live according to their 

own Caprice and Humour. The Souls of theſe Men have been 
compared to a Handful of Salt, reſiding in their Bodies, juſt 
for the ſame End and Purpoſe as we beſtow Salt upon our 
Meat, only to keep it from Putrefattion, 
There is a third kind of Life, which is more Excellent and 
Noble, which conſiſts in Reaſon and Knowledge, and in the 
Exerciſe of the Underſtanding, that great Faculty which ex- 
alts us fo much above the Rank of Beaſts, and makes us 
Creatures of a Superior Order: This is the diſtinguiſhing 
Character from other Animals; but if the Man applies 
his Thoughts to what is Evil, if his Mind is exercisd 
only to do Miſchief, to offend Go p and harm his Neighbour, 


if lie is ingenious only in Vice, and his Knowledge improv'd 


for Debauchery, he then is no Man but a Devil; he properly 
comes in the Liſt of thoſe wicked Spirits, who make ule of 
their Underſtanding for nothing elſe, but to make War againſt 
their Great Creator. 

The true and proper Life of a Man is the right Exerciſe 
of his Reaſon, which is to direct and govern all his Appe- 
tites, to keep the Paſſions in due Bounds; in a Word, to pre- 
ſerve the Soul in ſuch Order as may anſwer to the Nobleneſs 
of the Original, and bear, as it ought, the Image of its Ma- 
ker. This is that which we call the Spiritual Lite, or Life of 
the Soul, and this is that Life which truly belongs to a Man: 
Lis this that railes our Knowledge, and improves the Under- 
ſtanding ; for it makes us to know G o p, and his Truth, 
which is proper Nouriſhment for the Soul; tis this that holds 
the Reigns of Government, that directs the Will, and makes us 
Maſters of our ſelves ; tis this that regulates our Affections 
with Wiſdom, that they fly not out into Extravagance, nor 
forſake the Ways of Virtue and Honour: Above all, tis this 
that makes the Soul to be the true Reſemblance of the Divinity, 
impreſſed and ſtamped with the Image of its Maker, 
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' Atter this manner did Adam live, in his State of Innocence, 
as he came pure out of the Hands of his Maker ; and when 
we fell from this State, which is the proper Life of Man, we 
naturally fell into a State of Death, for Death is nothing but 
the Prevation of Life: So then Sin which deprives Men of a 
Lite of Virtue and Goodneſs, puts them in ſuch a Condition, 
that it may be truly affirmed of them, as Men, that they ore 
dead; for there be two Kinds of Death, the one Natural, 
which conſiſts in the Extinction of the Animal Spirits; but this 
is common to all Animals whatſoever, - which is the Reaſon 
that Solomon obſerves, that one Thing befalleth Men and Beaſts, 
as the one dieth, ſo dieth the other. | 

The other Death is Spiritual, which conſiſts in the Ex- 
tinction of Virtue and Holineſs, the proper Life of the Soul: 
The Sinner therefore that is plung'd in Vice, properly ſpeak - 
ing, is dead, becauſe he has no longer that Life which a true 


Man ought to have: We will allow that he has Motion, that 


he Eats and Drinks, and 1s a living Creature; ut then it is 
but a Brute Creature, the Beaſt is alive, but the Man is dead: 
he lives only to the World and to the Fleſh, which is not the 
Life of a Man, whoſe Soul is Spiritual, Heavenly and Immortal: 
But he lives not at all to Go p who made him afcer his 
Image and Likeneſs, nor to Heaven where he ought to be con- 
tinually in his Thoughts, Hope, and Affections; nor to Eter- 
nity, which he ſhould with all his Might Afpire after; he is 
therefore molt certainly dead. 

But for a further Proof of this Propoſition, I will examine 
into the Cauſes and Effects of Death, which I ſuppoſe will 
make it ſtill more Evident, that the State of a Sinner cannot 


be better Repreſented than by this Compariſon of Death. 


I//, Then, as for the Cauſe of Death, that we all know 
proceeds from the Separation of the Soul from the Body ; for 
the Soul is the Spring and Fountain of Life, from which it 
is derived at firſt, and on which it continually depends: By 
this the Eyes ſee, and the Ears hear, the Tongue ſpeaks, pf 
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the Feet walk, and all other vital Offices are performed; and 
the Moment that the Soul quits the Body, it is no more than 
a uſeleſs Trunk that ſoon diſſolves into Aſhes. No ſooner does 
the Soul diſlodge it ſelf, but all the Wheels of Life ſtop their 
Courle, and the whole Movement of this curious and well 
wrought Machine does immediately ceaſe, and ſo remains 
without Senſe or Motion: This is the Condition of Man after 
the Soul is departed. . 

And it is a very apt Compariſon, to repreſent the State of 
wicked and vicious Perſons : For as the Separation of the Soul 
from the Body doth cauſe the Natural Death, ſo the Separation 
of Gov's Spirit from the Soul, is the cauſe of Spiritual Death. 
For He is the Spirit of Lite, the Spirit that quickneth, reviveth, 
regenerateth, and without which the Soul 1s plainly dead: 
It is true, the Soul in this State of Separation from Gov, does 
ſtill retain its natural Faculties; the Underſtanding, the Will, 
the Imagination, and Memory, are all ſtill in being; But then 
they are likea dead Corps without a Soul: The Parts and Limbs 
of a human Body remain 1ntire in the dead Perſon ; there you 
may (till behold the Hands and Feet, and every Member that 
enters into the Compolition ot a Man; but they are now wholly 
uſeleſs, they cannot act, nor perform any of the Functions of 
Life; the Eyes ſee not, the Ears hear not, the Hands and 
Feet ſtir not, there is no Pulſe in the Heart, and the whole 
Body is without feeling: It is juſt the ſame with the Soul, 
when it is deprived of Gop's Preſence, and the Iufluences of 
his Grace; it has indeed an Underſtanding, but it knows not 
God; a will, but it wills not any thing that is good, Affections, 
but wholly uſeleſs for any ſerious Matters; and it is in this tliat 
the Effects of Death are made manifeſt, in the Circumſtances of 
a Sinner, which is the Second Thing I am to enquire into; and 

ſhew how much a vicious Perſon reſembles a dead Man, ſo 
that in effect, he may be {aid to be truly dead, : 

Every thing that Death produces in a Corps, the ſame Ef- 

fects does Sin — upon the Souls ct ſuch as are abandon'd by 

G0, 
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G o b, and forſaken by his Divine Spirit; like the Dead they 
ſee nothing tho they have never ſo much Light ſhining round 
about them: The Evidence of GO »v's Works in that he 


made the World with ſo much Beauty and Order, the Bright- 
neſs of his Revelation in the Word of his Goſpel, make no 
Impreſſion _ them, becauſe their Eyes are blinded : Like 


the Dead, they are deaf and hear not, tho never ſo much Noiſe 
is made to rouſe them, Neither the Thunderings of the Law, 
nor the Invitations of the Goſpel, no Denunciations of Wrath 
and Judgment, no Exhortations nor Reproots can awaken 
them out of their ſtupid State; like the Dead, they are ut- 
terly inſenſible, the Rods of Divine Juſtice have no Effect up- 
on them ; when they have been ſorely ſmitten and laſhed very 
deep, they are without Feeling, and have no Senſe of Sorrow: 
or Repentance for their Miſdoings; like the Dead they are 
quite cold, they have no manner of Warmth in their Devotion; 
what they have of Devotion is all Diſguiſe, outward Form and 


Ceremony, which neither the Sun of Righteouſneſs with all 


its Rays, nor the Word of Gop with all its Fire can work 
up into any Signs of Lite, by communicating Heat to them; 
the Ice it ſelf is not more cold than the Hearts of theſe Men: 
Like the Dead, they cannor ſpeak, when they are called up- 
on to glorify GO p, to declare his Goodneſs, and publiſh his 
Praiſes; and we may very well apply the Words of David 
to their Condition; The Dead, O Lora, praiſe not thee, for it 
is in this ſpiritual Death, in this ſinful State of Corruption, that 
there is no mention of Gop made by them, bat they are as ſilent 
as.the Grave; like dead Carcaſes they corrupt and ſtink, and 
ſpread Infection all around; for how odious are the Actions 
of wicked Men! How do they ſtink in the Noſtrils of all 
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good People? What Miſchief has their bad Examples done 
to thoſe that come near them? And how many have been 


debauched and ruined by the Contagion ot their vicious 


— 


Converſation ? Well therefore might our Saviour call ſuch by 


the Name of dead Men, and join the Dead and the Dead to- 
| ns - gether : 
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ether: They are dead in the Inner Man, and we may with 

Faltice write upon their Foreheads, as we do on Tombs, this 

Inſcription for them, Here lies one buried not in the Grave indeed, 

hut in a Carcaſe of Fleſb and Bones. This is a true and juſt Re- 

preſentation of Sinners who think themſelves to be alive, and 

are ſo far perſuaded of it that they think none live but they, 

and ſuch as they are; with them, to ſerve Go p and keep 

his Commandments is not Living, but rather Slavery and 

| Death; but our Saviour paſſes another Sentence, and pro- 

nounces them, and them only to be the dead Men : They are 

Bodies without a Soul, or which is all one, they are Souls without 

; „ 00. 5 

I come now in the next Place to lay be fore you, in few 

* Words, the miſerable State of Sinners who are ſaid to be in 

| a State of Death, which muſt certainly be very Diſmal, be- 

| cauſe it coſt Almighty Goo ſo dear to reſcue and redeem us 

from this wretched Condition. When he {ent his Son, his 

only Begotten Son into the World, to lead a Life of Poverty 

and Hardſhip, and ſuffer a Death full of Ignominy and Dif- 

grace for our Sakes ; he then ſhew'd the Value, and how pre- 

cious the Life ot the Soul is, and the Conſequences of Death 

ſad and miſerable; for we cannot ſuppoſe that GOD would 

have Recourſe to ſuch Remedies, did not the Wiſdom of Gop 
himſelf judge it a Matter of the higheſt Concern. 

Dzath las always been accounted theKing of Terrors; and be 
we never ſo Brave, our Bodies when we come to die, do plainly 
confeſs it by their ſtrong Agonies and Convulſions. But if the 
Death of the Body be ſo full of Terror, what can we think 
of the Neath of the Soul? It would be well for the Wicked, 
if their Souls could die as the Body dies, for then the worſt 
we can ſuppoſe is no poſitive Puniſhment, but only a Priva- 

tion of thoſe Pleaſures that pleaſe the Body, and a State of In- 
ſenſibility. But the Soul, tho? it dies, yet it lives and lays 
the Foundation of its own eternal Miſery. For when we at- 
firm the Soul to be in a State of Death, we muſt not think 
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by this Expreſſion is meant that the Soul ceaſes to be, but on- 
ly that it ceaſes to be happy: Its great Miſery ariſes not from 
being extinct, but from the Loſs of Happineſs and Joy. Now 
ſuch a Life, a Life without Happineſs, is Death rather than 
Life, or rather ſomething worſe than Death a thouſand and 
a thouſand Times. To live always in a State of Uneaſineſs 
without Peace of Conſcience and Tranquillity of Mind, this is 
properly and emphatically the Death of the Soul, which as 
it ceaſes not to be, ſo neither can its Torment ceaſe, ſo that 
wicked Men are of Courſe in a continual miſerable State: Wit- 
neſs the Violence and Fury of their Paſſions, by which they 
are agitated and do not act; they are poſleſs'd and tormented 
as with ſo many Evil Spirits, inſomuch, that wherever their 
Paſſions lead them, they muſt follow, and fo they are thrown 
ſometimes into the Fire, and ſometimes into the Water, with- 
out being able to help themſelves. For being on one Side with- 
out the Reſtraints of Grace, which is the Bridle to curb and 
check the Paſſions; and on the other Side Slaves to their 
Luſts, they muſt be in a perpetual Confuſion of Deſires fo 
oppoſite to each other, that Tumults many and unavoidable 
muſt enſue, and breed much Diſquiet within them : It then to 
live is not barely to be, but to be happy, not only to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of Senſe, but Peace of Conſcience and Tranquillity 
of Mind, what Ditorders does that Soul ſuffer, that is plagued 
with a thouſand diſtracting Thoughts and importunate Duns ? 
Well might the Prophet 1/aiah cry out and ſay, that the Wicked 
is like the troubled Sea; like that, they can have no Reſt. And 
indeed, how is it poſſible for a wicked Man to find any? For 
the Soul of Man is like all other Things in Nature, that, like o- 
ther things out of Order, can never be at reſt *till brought into 
its right Poſture. The Bone that is forced out of its Socket 
or Place where Nature has appointed, what acute Pains does 
it create ? The Element that is out ot its proper Centre, what 
Violence and Convulſions does it ſuffer ? And ſince it is the 
Property of a rational Creature to live according to Order ing 
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the Rules of Reaſon, when his Life becomes Diſorderly, and 
he tranſgreſſes thoſe Bounds, how can he chooſe but feel Pain, 
while he contradicts his own Nature? The Providence of 
Goo has diſpoſed all Things in wonderful Order, and who- 
ever goes about to reſiſt this Settlement of Things, diſturbs 
the Peace that flows from it: And as thoſe, who remain 
in Subjection to Gop, live always in Peace and Order; fo 
thoſe who are got looſe from his Subjection, do loſe their 
Peace together with Order. | 

This is evidently plain from the Inſtance of Fallen Man 
and Revolting Angels ; for having done their own Will and 
forſaken their Order and Subjection to Go p, they, at the 
ſame time, loſt their Peace and Happineſs: And Man in par- 
ticular, while he was ſubject to the Will of GOD, was Lord 
and Maſter of his own Actions; but when he turn'd Rebel, 
he ſoon. found a Civil War and Rebellion in his own Breaſt, 
raiſed againſt himſelf. This is the Torment in which wicked 
Men live, by the juſt Judgment of Go p, and which is the 
great Miſery of their Condition; a Condition much more mi- 
ſera ble and more to be pitied than the Caſe of Fools or Mad- 
men. We eſteem it a great Calamity for our Friends to loſe 
the Exerciſe of their Reaſon, and are apt to lament the Loſs 
of this more than the Loſs of Life, becauſe they commit a 
thouſand Abſurdities, and are a Puniſhment to themſelves, and 
a Plague to all about them : But this is the Caſe of every vi- 
cious Perſon; they all treſpaſs plainly againſt good Senſe, 
and the Laws of their Nature, and therefore ſo long as they con- 
tinue in this Courſe, they are in a State worſe than Temporal 
Death : The Life of the Soul is extinQ in them, and they muſt 
be not only miſerable now, but remain ſo to all Eternity. 

Give me leave to make a Reflection or two from what has 
been ſaid, and I ſhall conclude. 


Firſt then, This Doctrine of the Text, that vicious looſe 
Livers are dead Men, does point to us the plain Reaſon * 
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the Word of Gov, and the Methods of his Providence have 
ſo little Effect upon many People: We wonder and are ſur- 
prized to ſee ſo few receive Benefit from the Word of Go p, 
and his Miniſters that preach it; they inſtruct, they exhort, 
they admoniſh,and reprove, they omit nothing that may ſerve 
to inſpire Men with a Love of Virtue, and make Vice as odi- 
ous as it deſerves. Go op on his Part, takes divers Ways to 
turn them from their wicked Courſes ; he ſends them his Bleſ- 
ſings that he may fill their Hearts with the Acknowledgments 
of Obedience and Love; he ſends themAfMictions that he may 
touch them withRemorſe and Compunction: Notwithſtanding 
none of theſe Things make Impreſſion on them, they till re- 
main the ſame, Inſenſible and incorrigible; their Age changes, 
they alter in their Health and Complexion, and in their Con- 
dition of Life, but their Manners alter not. How comes it 
to paſs, it may be asked, that ſuch a Man as has run through 
ſo many Stages of Life, in the Army, at the Court, in the 
- Town, in the Country, Brisk and V igorous, Sick and Infirm, 
and all this time his Manners are not mended, but he is ſtill 
the ſame Libertine, bent upon his Pleaſures, addicted to the 
World, and a Slave to his Paſſions ? This Difficulty is ſoon 
ſolv'd, if we conſider that ſuch are dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, and the Dead we know have no Feeling ; we may jogg 
and puſh them and turn them from Side to Side, we may ſet up 
a thouſand Lights about them, and cut and launce them never ſo 
deep, we may exert our Voices and cry aloud to the Day of Judg- 
ment, and all in vain, they are perfectly dead Men, immove- 
able, inſenſible, they have Eyes and ſee not, Ears and hear 
not, and fo are like to continue, unleſs that Almighty Voice 
call them into Life, which ſpoke to Lazarus, and bid him 
come forth out of his State of Rottenneſs and Corruption, 
2aly, From the Conſideration of the miſerable Condition of 
Sinners, who are repreſented here to be in a State of Death ; 
we may obſerve that the Practice of the School of Pyth:goras 
was not without Reaſon ; If thou doſt not Reform thy Mazners 
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thou art dead to me, ſaid that Great Man; and accordingly they 
were uſed to bring into their School a Coffin for him WHO had 
forſaken Virtue, and made great Lamentations over it, as if he 
had been departed. It is what we all ſhould do for our Friends or 
Children when they become Wicked; we grieve when Death 

rts them from us, and are many times Inconſolable under 
the Afflict ion; but what an inſignificant Thing is the Death 
of the Body in compariſon of the Death of the Soul? For 
then it is that the Man dies and is indeed miſerable. 

If we muſt ſhed Tears at the * wege of Friends, let it 

be when the Life of Grace is extinct in them; this is pro- 
per Matter for our Grief, and calls for Tears in abundance : 
For believe it, a wicked and Incorrigible Son is worſe than no 
Son, he is a Puniſhment to himſelt now, and will hereafter 
wiſh he had never been born; there is no Life in him now, 
nor is there any Life for him in the World to come, but as 
he is dead in Sins, fo if he dies in them, he muſt die for them, 
and die for ever. And as this is a good Reaſon for us to have 
great Concern for our Friends and Relations when they turn 
Looſe and Profligate, much more than when they die, ſo it is 
a good Caution for our ſelves that we take ſpecial Care how 
we run into vicious Courſes, and that if we fear Death, as 
it ſignifies a Separation of the Soul from the Body and leaving 
this World, we have much more Reaſon to fear that Death 
which ſeparates the Soul from Goo; for as in his Preſence 
there is Fulneſs of Joy, ſo the greateſt Miſery mult be to be 
deprived of it. 

[ conclude all with the Advice and Words of our Saviour, 
Math. 10. 28. Fear not them which kill the Body, but are not able 
to kill the Soul: but rather fear him who is able to deſtroy both Soul 
and Body in Hell. 
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